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FirsT, The nature of true Devotion; for 
we have been called upon devoutly to pray 
to God. 


SeconDLY, The nature of a national faſt, 
aud how far it is in general conſiſtent with 
true devotion ; and 


Tarrplty, How far the late faſt in par- 


ticular, conſidering its tircumſtances, may 


be conſiſtent with ſuch devotion. 


Tyne devotion, then, I conceive to relate 
tqually to our conduct towards God, and 


towards our neighbour. It does not con- 


ſiſt in praying to the Almighty regularly 
at ſtated times, and in ſtated forms; but 


in forming our minds to a conſtant and 


ſerious attention to, and practice of, the 
great and ſublime duties of religion and 


virtue. It is not to be found in the tran- 
fient effuſions of a heated imagination, but 


in an unvaried and habitual ſubjection of 
our 
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our paſſions to the ſway of reaſon; in the 
pure emotions of the heart created by an 
awful ſenſe of our dependance upon, and 
obligations to, the greateſt and beſt of be- 
ings; in a conſtant and ſolemn adoration 
of his infinite perfections; in an ardent - 
love of his unbounded goodneſs to 


- mankind; in a ſtrict conformity to his 


holy will, and immutable laws; and in a 
patient reſignation to all the diſpenſations 


of his providence, whether to our narrow 
underſtandings they appear to be for our 
happineſs or not: our prayers ſhould there- 


fore be ſhort, and general, all concluding 
with“ thy will, O God, be done!“ Our 
thankſgivings ſhould be conſtant in our 


hearts, where they are witneſſed by God 


alone, and frequently and fervently expreſ- 
ſed before men. True devotion will en- 


able us in all our troubles to rely for con- 
ſolation entirely on the glorious proſpect 
Vvouchſafed us, of a future and better ſtate 


of exiſtence, where the righteous fhall 
0 B 2 know 
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know no more ſorrow, but live in perfe& 


peace, and never ending happineſs, 


With regard to our neighbour, true 
devotion conſiſts incultivating an unbound- 
ed love and benevolence toward our fel- 
low-creatures, regarding them all as chil- 
dren of the ſame family with ' ourſelves. 
It not only prevents our harbouring any 
malice or ill-will to any one either zatiou- 


ally or individually; but impels us, as we 
may have opportunity, to do good to a/l, 


without conſidering what their opinions 
or perſuaſions may be, Or, to ſum up all 


in one ſhort ſentence, which contains the 


moſt important leſſon that can be given of 
the duty of man, to man, to do to others 


as we would they ſhould do unto us,” 


True devotion then cannot come and 
go by fits and ſlarts ; it muſt be conſtant, 
or it is nothing. It cannot be excited 4 
Gothic pillars and arches, . | 

« By 


at 


at 
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« By ſtoried wink richly dight, 
* Caſting a dim religious light; 
« By the peeling organ's blow, 
* Or the full voic'd choir below.” 


It cannot be excited by the elevation of 
the hoſt, as in the ceremonials of the Ro- 


miſh church; by the thouſand lights which 
-blaze around their altars and domes, nor 


by all the relics with which they are de- 


corated. It cannot be excited by the ſo- 
lemnity with which the Engliſh Prieſt or 


Biſhop preſents to us the memorials of the 


death of the great and bleſſed founder of 


the Chriſtian faith ; and ſtill leſs can it be 


excited by our rulers calling upon us to be 


devout. True devotion will indeed lead 


us to attend duly upon the public worſhip 


of God, in ſuch a way as our conſciences 
beſt approve ; but if we do not carry de- 
votion with us to the place of worſhip, we 


ſhall ſcarcely. find it waiting there to re- 


ceive us. True deyotion (it is evident, 
that 


1 


that in this inſtance, I am ſpeaking of 
Chriſtian devotion only) will lead us to 
attend the ſolemn commemoration of the 
death of our blefſed Maſter ; but it will 
lead us to conſider it in no other light than 
as a memorial of that event; not as a rite, 
the obſervance of which is to atone for 
any ſins or errors which we have com- 
mitted, or which is to give us a licence 


to fin with impunity for the future, In 
ſhort, the ſum of true devotion is, to live 


in a conſtant and conſcientious practice of 
whatever is right, and a conſtant abſtemi- 
ouſneſs from whatever is wrong, as far as 

1s in our power from the circumſtances in 
which we are placed in the world, (farther, 


a juſt and merciful being will not require 


of us) cheerfully enjoying that portion of 
good things which God has been pleaſed 
to allot us, without wiſhing for thoſe 
which he has placed out of our reach. One 


who purſnes ſuch a courſe of life, and 
ſuch an one only, I will venture to pro- 
nounce can be truly devour, 


Let 


: 
I. 
—"=_ 
+ 
4 
« 
1 
7 
7 
as 4 
= 
4 
3 
17 
0 


2 


1291 


Let us now conſider, SECONDLY, The na- 


ture of a national faſt; | mean as it 
is obſerved in this kingdom, and how far 


it is conſiſtent with true devotion. 


A National faſt then, is a day ſet 
apart by our temporal rulers, during a time 
of national calamity, when all people, of 
all ranks and denominations, are called 
upon to repair to church, where we are 


. commanded devoutly to put up certain 


prayers framed for us by our eccleſiaſtical 


rulers, as beſt ſuited to the occaſion for 


which we are called together. This oc- 
caſion more commonly than any other, is 


to aſk proſperity to our arms, in ſome con- 


teſt in which we are engaged with a 
neighbouring ſtate, or ſtates, our bre- 
thren, and fellow-creatures. With minds 
thus actuated by principles of diſcord and 
malignity towards a large portion of man- 


kind, we are called upon to be devozr. 
Good God ! are we then in a frame of mind 


to 
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to be really ſo? is it poſſible, devorrly to 
pray that the Almighty, who loves all his 
creatures, will make himſelf a party in 
the deſtruction of any of them ; and is it 
not rather an inſtance of our arrogance 
and impiety, than of our devotion ; nay, is 
it not even inſulting the Divine Majeſty 
to aſk it? Can a greater inſult be offered 
him, than to confeſs with one breath that 
we are a ſinful and wicked people who do 
not duly obſerve his laws and his com- 


mandments, to expreſs ſorrow for our of- 


fences, and promiſe amendment for the 


future, and then the next moment, to 


ſolicit him to aſſiſt us in the interruption 


-which we have given to that peace and 


brotherly affection, in which it ought to be 


one of our firſt cares to endeayour to live 


with all mankind, and which we are guilty 
of a heinous tranſgreſſion in having broken. 


It may be here ſaid, that the above ob- 
ſervations can apply only to wars of ag- 


greſſion, 


80 


Gn 
greſfion, and it is very true, that we 


might, with more confidence and leſs im- 
propriety, hope for God's protection to 


our arms, ſuppoſing us to be engaged in a 


war that was properly and purely a defen- 
five one; but, alas! I queſtion much 
whether ſuch an one ever really exiſted in 
the world; it is ſeldom that nations come 
to an open rupture with each other, with- 
out grievous faults in ſome way or other 


having been committed on both ſides, and 


the catalogue of grievances which either 
party puts forth upon the commencement 
of hoſtilities, is commonly but too juſt a 


picture of the aggreſſions and aggravations 


of its opponent. 


One of the moſt juſt cauſes, pr obably 
the only juſt cauſe, for taking up arms, 
is, when an oppreſſed nation, after having 
ineffectually tried all pacific means of 
gaining relief from its oppreſſors, finds 
itſelf at laſt under the neceſſity of having 

C recourſe 
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recourſe to arms, to obtain thoſe inalien- 
able rights to which all mankind have an 
equal claim. A nation engaged in ſuch a 
warfare might indeed have a rational hope 
for the divine bleſſing upon their arms, 
bat it would not require a national faſt to 
obtain it; if the juſtice of the cauſe did 
not bring that bleſſing upon it, one day's 
pfay ing to him would not. 


But perhaps the occaſion for which we 
are called together, may be a leſs excep- 
tionable one than that of praying for ſuc- 
cefs to out arms; it may be on occaſion of 
a peſtilence, a famine, davaſtation by 
earthquakes, or other natural evils, which 
not being evils of man's own creating, are 
leſs improper ſubjects on which to put up 
our prayers to God; yet our minds may 
not be in a ſtate to be truly devout, and 
our prayers may ſtill be little better than 
a ſolemn mockery: If the mind is not 
trained up to a conſtant habit of piety, 


can 
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can we hope that the Almighty will be 
pleaſed with interceſſions, which, though 
perhaps uttered with fervour at the mo- 


ment, are only uttered in obedience to the 


command of an earthly power, —ardently 
breathed forth indeed, but no ſooner 
breathed forth than, together with the 
ſubject for which, and the object to whom 
they were addreſſed, entirely forgotten. 
No, no, my friends, a nation truly de- 


vout, has no occaſion for a national faſt, 


and a nation which is not truly devout 
cannot be benefited by one; à nation 
which lives in uniform obedience to God's 
laws, can make no difference between one 
day and another, and a nation which lives 
in oppoſition to them, does but add to its 
ſins, when it goes through the mockery of 
once in a year confeſſing them, without 
the individuals of which that nation is 
compoſed, ever amending their lives. 
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Vet our rulers tell us, that on the day 
they have appointed, we muſt be devbut, 
and that we muſt be devout too, as we 
tender the favour of Almighty God, and 
„would avert his wrath and indignation, 


„ and upon pain of incurring ſuch puniſh- 


«© ment as they may juſtly inflict on all 


„ {uch as contemn and neglect the per- 


« formance of ſo religious and neceſſary 
e a duty.” They do indeed allow God's 
wrath and indignation the firſt place, but 
they ſeem to think their own of ſcarcely 
leſs importance. Have we, as a nation 

: collectively, or as individuals ſingly, lived 
ever ſo ſcandalous a courſe of life, have 
we, as a body, been ever ſo unjuſt in our 
dealings with neighbouring ſtates, or as 
individuals, with each other, however 
wide of devotion our courfe of life may 
have been, ſtill on that day we muſt be de- 
vout, for we are commanded to be ſo. 
Have we ſuffered oppreſſions to grow in 
the body politic, which we might have 


cut 


1 


cut off in the bud, and do we ſuffer them 
to continue, when we might pluck them 
up by the root ; have we ſuffered teſts to 
be eſtabliſhed which tyrannize over the 
conſciences of a large portion of our bre- 


thren and fellow-countrymen, when, in- 


ſtead of ever permitting them to vegetate, 
we ought to have cruſhed them in the 
ſeed; and do we ſuffer ſuch monuments 
of our ſhame, to flouriſh and be inſpired 


with freſh vigour, when jt is in our power 


in one moment to wither and parch them 
up for ever, ſo that no traces of our infa- 
my might remain—however in theſe re- 
ſpecs, we may have ſinned, and deviated 
from true devotion, {till on the day ap- 


pointed we muſt be devout, or incur the 


diſpleaſure of our rulers. Do we ſee 
thouſands and ten thouſands of our fellow- 


creatures, pining in all the miſeries of 


want and wretchedneſs, with ſcarce food 


ſufficient to ſupport life, with ſcarce 


cloathing to cover their nakedneſs, or a 


houſe 


( 26 ) 3 


houſe to ſhelter them from the inclemens 
cies of the weather, while we ourſelves 
are rioting in Juxurjes, hurrying from 
pleaſure to pleaſure, inventing new modes 
of expence, new modes of waſting that 
invaluable time, for the waſte of which 
we ſhall one day be called to a {ſtrict ac- 
| count, and which, when once loſt, can 


neyer, never, be recalled—-Do we ſuffer 
ſuch abuſes to go on, nor make the leaſt 
effort to remedy them—Do we in this 
manner ſtray ever ſo wide from the path 
of true devotion, ſtill on that day we muſt 
be devout ! | 


My Friends, the picture of miſery juſt 
delineated (I ſpeak from my own know- 
ledge, from what I myſelf have ſeen) is not 
overcharged. Do you doubt the truth of 
its exiſtence? Viſit thoſe manſions of 
wretchedneſs (for ſo they may zow moſt 
juſtly be tiled) the habitations of the poor, 


particularly thoſe in our large manufac- 
turing 


* 
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K 
turing towns; trace their inhabitants 
through the various diſtreſſes, with which 
they have ſtruggled for many months paſt, 
till you place them at laſt in the loath- 
ſome aſylum of a public workhouſe, and 
you will find the picture, alas! only faintly 
coloured! Let us conſider well then, my 
dear fellow-countrymen, what we are 
about, when we afſemble together upon 
an occaſion like the paſt; with what 
face can we implore God's pardon for our 
fins, and tell him that we repent, while 
we ſupinely continue in exactly the ſame 
courſe of life as if we had never once 
faſted or prayed. If we would really ſhew 
our devotion to God, let us earneſtly en- 
deavour to reform whatever is amiſs in 
our conduct, either as a nation or as indi- 
viduals; abridging our luxuries, let us 
impart what is idly waſted, to alleviate the 
neceſſities of our fellow-creatures ; let us 
with one heart, and one voice, unite to 


reſtore the bleſſings of peace to this diſ- 
tracted 


(i 8: 3 
tracted country, to baniſh far from us all 
evil thoughts, words and actions, and 
to follow after thoſe things, and thoſe on- 
ly, which belong to true holineſs, .and I 
will venture to affirm, that by theſe means 


we ſhall do much- more towards concilia- 


ting the favour of the Almighty, than 
by adoring him one day, by appointment, 


with our lips, while our actions denote- 


that our hearts are far from him. 


J have hitherto conſidered a national 
faſt in a general way, and have endeavour- 
ed to ſhew, that what is termed national 
faſting, is ſo far from being a religious act, 
that it is ſcarcely ever to be reconciled 


with true devotion. I now proceed, 


Taigprx, To conſider a faſt with particu- 
lar reference to the late occaſion for which 
we have been called together, and to exa- 
mine whether the prayers appointed for. that 
ſolrmuity can be devoutly repeated. 


In 
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In the firſt additional prayer that we 
find in the morning ſervice, we addreſs 
the Almighty in humble petition that he 


would “ look down from heaven, and pro- 


* tect us againſt the declared enemies of 
„ all Chriſtian Kings, Princes, and States, 
e the impious and avowed blaſphemers of 
« his holy name and word, who in the 
„ very centre of Chriſtendom, threaten 
« deſtruction to Chriſtianity, and deſola- 


© tion to every country where they can 


* erect their bloody ſtandard.” “ The 
declared enemies” isan ambiguous term, 


their real meaning in the uſe of which, 


the Right Reverend Bench would have 
done well more fully to explain: if they 


mean that the French nation have declar- 
ed themſelves © the enemies of all Chriſ- 


tian Kings, Princes, and States,” they 
would have us approach the Lord with a 
falſhood on our tongues ; for I may ſafe- 
ly venture to advance that no ſuch decla- 


ration has been made either directly, or 


D indirectly, 
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indirectly, on their part. That they are 
„the declared enemies“ of all deſpors is 


true, but Deſpots are vor Chriſtian Kings.“ f 
As g 


* The following letter, which lately appeared on this 
ſubje& in one of the public prints, contains much good 
ſenſe, conciſely expreſſed, and tends farther to ſhew 
the fallacy of ſtigmatizing the French nation in the 


N manner above alluded to. 
15 | 
Wh To the PRINT E R. 
| i | | Norwich, Feb. 18, 
We; Rravinc in the new Form of Prayer. for the enſuing 
faſt-day, that we are directed to pray“ That the Lord 5 


would look down from heaven, and protect us againſt 
the declared enemies of a// Chriſtian Kings, Princes, and 
States, &c. I was led to make the follow ing ſerious in- 
quiries What do our Biſhops mean by Chriſtian Princes 
and States? Thoſe who call themſelves Chriſtians, or 


thoſe who in the judgment of charity are really and : 
truly Chriſtians ? | þ 
If the former, -Are not the Kings of Denmark and 4 


Sweden, + Chriſtian Kings?“ Are not the Swiſs Can- 
tons “ Chriſtian States?“ Do not they who govern in 
the Republic of Genoa, profeſs themſelves to be“ Chriſ- 
tians?”” Will it not be allowed, that the United States of 
America are “ Chriſtians,” though they ſupport no one 
form of religion by penal ſtatutes? I further aſk—Does 
the French nation, or even the Convention, with to over- 
turn all theſe ? Should we not, when we addrefsa righ- 
teous God, be cautious leſt we defame our neighbour, 
and utter falſhood ? 
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As we do not ſuppoſe, however, that ſo 


pious a body of paſtors as the Bench of 
Biſhops, would make their flocks guilty of 
ſuch horrible impiety as to approach the 


Lord with lying lips, we muſt ſuppoſe that 


their meaning in calling the French na- 
tion the declared enemies, &c.“ is that 
they are declared to be ſo by the nations 


If, by“ Chriſtian Kings, Princes and States, be 
meant thoſe who are fruly Chriſtian; who act upon the 
moſt obvious and indubitable principles of Chriſtianĩty 


ſuch as theſe—* Love thy neighbour as thyſelf—Do as 


ye would be doneunto—Live in peace, &c. &c.”” Where, 
Mr. Printer, (excepting our moſt gracious Sovereign) 
where will you find in the proper ſenſe of the word, a 
„ Chriſtian King or Prince? 


Some maxims early inſtilled in my mind by my mother, 
which I cannot eradicate; lead me to doubt, whether the 
Pious Catherine, the Apoſtolic Francis II. the Righteous 
Frederick IV. or even his Holineſs the Pope, can bona 


fide, in a New Teſtament ſenſe, be termed, by any 


honeſt diſciple of Jeſus, © Chriſtian Kings or Princes, 
and their governments, Chriſtian States! 


Let me requeſt ſome grave Caſuiſt to explain this 
fabje a little, that our devotion may be properly di- 


rected on the approaching Faſt-day. 
HowesTus. 


Cause INTELLIGENCER, Fes. 22, 
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who are now leagued againſt them, and 
we will therefore proceed to examine what 
grounds thoſe nations have for thus ſtig- 
matizing them. 


Overwhelmed and oppreſſed by the gall- 
ing yoke of deſpotiſm, the French, in the 
year 1789, reſolved, that the arbitrary 
will of one man ſhould no longer impoſe 
its dictates upon twenty-five millions of his 
fellow-creatures; they declared themſelyes 
free, and from that moment they were 
ſo, for the will of the people is alone requi- 
ſite to determine, whether a nation ſhall 
be free or not. Yet their ancient attach- 
ment to their Monarch, had ſtill ſo great 
an influence on their minds, that in the 
regeneration of the ſtate they reſerved to 
him a reſpectable ſhare of power, together 
with an ample revenue, Such was his 
ſituation in the new conſtitution, that there 
was a fair proſpect of his happy reign in 
the hearts of his people, a ſway as much 

more 
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more glorious to him who poſſeſſes it than 
reigning over their perſons only, as the 
mild influence of a tropical ſun, is ſuperior 
to the ſcorching heat of a volcanic erup- 
tion. For a ſhort time affairs preſented 
a moſt flattering aſpect for the new-form- 
ed government; the monarch had ſworn 
to rule by the laws which his people had 
made through their repreſentatives ; the 
members of the legiſlative body, and each 


individual in the various offices of the 


ſtate, had ſworn to maintain that conſti- 
tution of which the king was the head; all 
former differences were reconciled, and 


confidence ſeemed, at leaſt, eſtabliſhed be- 


tween the legiſlative and executive pow. 
ers, But thoſe bright beams of ſun-ſhine 
illumed the new creation, alas! but for a 
moment; clouds ſoon began to gather 


around, and aſcend rapidly in the horizon. 


The machinations of foreign tyrants, and 
the violence of domeſtic parties, the reſo- 
lutions of the congreſs at PitxiTz, the 

bloody 
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bloody manifeſto of the Duke of Brunſ- 
wick, the outrageous violence of Jacobin 
elubs, raiſed the ftorm, which at length 
burſt forth on the devoted nation, 'The 
flame of republicaniſm which had been 
ſmothering for ſome time, broke out with 
irreſiſtible impetuoſity, ſpread inſtantly 
over the major part of the nation, and 
monarchy ſunk in the conflagration. The 
exceſſes which followed were dreadful: 
yet thoſe who, with ſo much warmth, ex- 
claim againſt the French upon that ac- 
count, would do well to confider whether 
their anathemas are not, in the firſt in- 
ſtance, miſdirected; for let me aſk, whe- 
ther the French, who were quietly ſettling 


| themſelves in a free and equal govern- 


ment, or the allies and emigrants who 
Arſt cruelly interrupted ſo glorious a 
work, were the aggreſſors? Any one who 
conſiders the caſe impartially, muſt ſurely 
allow, that the enormities which have 
been committed in France, nay indeed 


throughout 
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throughout 4 large portion of Europe, 
are to be aſcribed in their origin, as far 


as mortals can judge, to the confederacy 
againſt France, and not to France herſelf, 


I do not mean to offer theſe reflections 
as a juſtification of the dreadful ſcenes 
which have been ated in that country; 1 
offer them only as palliations, and deſire 
to be conſidered in all that I have faid, or 


ſhall ſay upon the ſubject of french affairs; 


as ſpeaking of the nation at large, not of 
any individual, If Marat was altogether 
as wicked as he has been repreſented, ſtill 
Marat was not the whole nation, and all 
that I mean to contend for is, that the 
nation at large is an aggrieved nation, 
driven by her enemies into the commiſſion 
of dreadful exceſſes, which appeared in 
the hour of heat and paſſion, requiſite to 
the maintenance of that liberty which ſhe 
was determined to periſh rather than 
yield, and to which, when her preſent ir- 

ritation 


6 


ritation has ſubſided, we may reaſonably, 
yes, reaſonably hope, ſhe will look back 
with the deepeſt regret. That ſo noble 
2 revolution, that the glorious emancipa- 
tion of five and twenty millions of my fel- 
low-creatures from ſlavery to freedom, 


from wretchedneſs and depreſſion to the 


knowledge, and to the feeling ſenſe of the 


dignity of human nature, and in one word 


from brures to MEN, ſhould have been ſul- 


lied with ſuch crimes, I moſt ſincerely de- 
plore. Yet my heart glowing with the 
ſacred flame of liberty, and deploring the 
exceſſes committed in ſupport of it, can- 
not but look with diſguſt at the combina- 
tion which has been formed to ſtop its pro- 
greſs; and were I diſpoſed to execrate any 
of my fellow-creatures, which, as a Chriſ- 
tian, I hope I am not diſpoſed to do, or 
to pronounce either fide © enemies to 
« Chriſtian Kings, Princes, and States,” 
thoſe ſenſations would be excited by that 
fide which interpoſed to undermine the 

glorious 


1 


glorious fabric of freedom which the 
French were rearing, and not by the 
French themſelves, who would quzerly have 
reared that fabrie, bad they been per- 
mitted. They were not interfering with 
any other ſtate, and no other ſtate ought 
to have interfered with them, 


The next charge brought againſt the 
French nation in the quotation which I 6 
have given above, is, that they are the 
« impious and avowed blaſphemers of 
God's holy name and word,” or in other 
words, I ſuppoſe, that they are a nation 
of atheiſts, This is a moſt favourite topic 
with the adverſaries of France, who de- 
light to view every thing againſt that 
country in the concave mirror ; but how 
has this charge been ſupported? by no 
better authority than the haſty profeſſion 
of one man, one ſingle individual out of 
many millions of people; a profeſſion 
caught up with eagerneſs, by thoſe whoſe 
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prejudices it cheriſhed : the whole conven- 
tion were therefore inſtantly decreed 
atheiſts, nay, the piety of this kingdom 
was ſo great, that it could not {top here, 
but proceeded to pronounce the whole 
nation atheiſts. So far from uniting in 
theſe ſentiments, a confirmed atheiſt ſeems 
to me ſo ſtrange a phænomenon, that I 
cannot help doubting, if even Duro is 
really ſo, and ſuſpecting that, if his ſen- 
timents upon the ſubject were cloſely in. 
veſtigated, it would appear that his pro- 
feſſion was the ſudden impulſe of a heated 
imagination, not the effect of ſerious de- 
liberation. The Deity is ſo ſtamped on 
all his works —on every part of the crea- 
tion we ſo ſtrongly trace 


„The bright impreſſion of his hand,” 


that it appears ſcarcely poſſible for any 
one ſeriouſly to contemplate any object 
that he beholds, and then think it the 


production of chance alone, nor diſcern 


the 


- 
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the animating ſpirit of infinite power, 
wiſdom, and benevolence. If DueonT 
really be what he profeſſes himſelf, a con- 
firmed atheiſt, I pity, from my ſoul 1 pity 
his blindneſs ; but how unjuſt, how abſurd, 
is it to infer from thence, that the whole 
nation are ſo, Good God! a mation of 
atheiſts !—tis an anomaly which can only 
exiſt in the imagination of that moſt cre- 
dulous of all creatures, inveterate preju- 
dice, The heart of man, when uncorrupt- 
ed by pernicious habits, and evil example, 
is ſo far prone to religion, that no inſtance 
was ever yet found amongſt the moſt un- 
informed (I do not like the word ſavage) 
nation of a total want of it. Can it then 
appear probable, that in a nation where 
enthuſiaſm has prevailed ſo much as it has 
done amongſt the majority of the French 
nation, religion ſhould all on a ſudden be. 
come totally extin&, That the ſuperſti- 
tion which reigned there under the appel. 


lation of Chriſtianity drove many into 
E 2 deiſm, 
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do iſm, is a fact which cannot be denied; 
but this, alas! is too often the effect of 
fuch groſs errors upon a mind which re- 
flects at all, but does not carry its reſearches 
deep enough; perſons of that deſcription 
finding their reaſon ſhocked at the abſur- 
dities which they witneſs,- without wait- 
ing to purge away the droſs from the ore, 
are too apt haſtily to throw aſide both 
together. | 


_ Happily, however, for the cauſe of true 
religion, we do not reſt upon probabilities 
only, to refute the charge of atheiſm 
brought againſt the French; their own 
proceedings and declarations being a full 
and ſatisfactory proof of its falſhood. The 
folemn appeal to the Deity which prefaces 
their laſt Declaration of Rights, the ac- 
knowledgements made in the ſeventh ar- 
ticle of that declaration, of every man's 
right to the free exercife of religious wor. 
ſhip, and the guarantee of that right con- 

tained 
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tained in the hundred and twenty-ſecond 
article of the conſtitution, would be alone 
ſufficient to refute the charge; but to 
theſe we may alſo add, that in the Jacobin 
Club on December 11, 1793, a member 
roſe up, and in the moſt explicit manner 
declared his belief in Gop, which declara- 
tion was received with the loudeſt ap- 
plauſes, and the aſſembly unanimouſly ex- 
claimed, . Yes, we all believe in God." # 
And a not leſs ſtrong proof than the above, 
that religion ſo far from being diſcounte- 
nanced, is even encouraged in France, and 
that too in the only way in which religion 
ought to be encouraged, by promoting 
perfect freedom of worſhip, are the follow- 
ing reſolutions which were paſſed in the 
Convention, on the 6th of December, 1 793. 


I ſt, The National Convention forbids 
* all violence or menaces againſt the free- 
« dom of religious worſhip. 


„ Courier, December 23, 1793. 
« 2d, The 
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& 2d, The vigilance of the conſtituted 
% authorities, and the activity of the pub- 
„ lic force, ſhall be exerted to this end, 
* and ſhall employ all the means that may 
« be requiſite to give ſecurity to the re- 
„ ligious worſhip of all perſuaſions.“ * 


In conſequence of theſe reſolutions, the 
churches of Paris were again opened on 
the gth of December for the performance 
of maſs, and were thronged with attend- 


ants, 


After ſuch repeated proofs of the 
fal ſlood of the charge, that the French 
have no religion amongſt them, thoſe only 
can remain unconvinced of their error, 
who wilfully ſhut their eyes againſt con- 
viction. The difference between the for- 
mer, and the preſent ſtate of religion in 
France is, that whereas formerly it was 
a matter of compulſion, it is now a matter. 


* Cambridge Intelligencer, December 21, 1793. 


of 
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of choice; thoſe who ſtill wiſh: to attend 
maſs, have the power of attending it un- 
moleſted, but we ſhall not ſee any more 
thoſe overgrown religious inſtitutions 
(falſely ſo called, as they were much more 
frequently ſeminaries of vice) which uſed 
to abound to the ſcourge of ſociety. It 
will not now be the fate of weeping or- 


phans to ſee 


© Their father's ſtores, 
«© Their ſhrines irradiate or emblaze their floors,” 


The Deity will be worſhipped only 


n In ſuch plain roofs as piety can raiſe, 
4% And only vocal with the Maker's praiſe.” 


Or perhaps in ſome places under no roof 
at all but the wide extended canopy of 
Heaven ; but he will be worſhipped with 
more ſincerity, becauſe voluntarily, than 
when religion was made the trade of a ſet 
of men, to perſecute others into the obſer- 


vance of ceremonies, which themſelves 
were 
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were- the moſt forward in their hours of 


privacy to ridicule. 


Equally void of foundation with the 
other chatges above examined, is the aſ- 
ſertion that they «+ threaten deſolation to 
« every country where they can erect 
their bloody ſtandard,” unleſs indeed 
as perhaps may be the caſe, the Right 
Reverend Bench conſiders every country 
as in a ſtate of deſolation, which is not 
bleſſed with an abſolute monarch, a ſu- 
perb ariſtocracy, and an overgrown hier- 
archy, to aſſiſt in the deſtruction of which 
national bleſſings, was all that the French 
ever propoſed. I do not mean to defend 
their ſyſtem of fraternization, and officious 
offers of affiftance to every nation that 


| wiſhed to be free; that was a mad idea, 


taken up in the intoxication of the mo- 
ment, and now I hope relinquiſhed for 
ever; they have no more buſineſs to inter- 
fere with the internal concerns of other 

- nations, 
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nations, than other nations have to inter- 
fere in theirs, as themſelves indeed ac- 
knowledge by the hundred and nineteenth 


article of the Conſtitution. 


I ſhall cloſe my remarks upon the firſt 
prayer, with obſerving, that their Lord- 
ſhips, the compilers of it, ſeem to have 
abated ſomewhat of the confidence which 
they poſſeſſed laſt year, that we are God's 
people.” —Even they are {truck with the 
little claim we have to that appellation, 
and they now therefore change that aſſer- 
tion into a requeſt, that the Almighty 
« will direct us to ſuch exertions as may 
“ manifeſt us to be under his guidance.” 
Whether their thus requeſting the God of 
peace and univerſal love, to make himſelf 
a party in the quarrels of mankind, be 
conſiſtent with true devotion, I leave to 
thoſe who have attended to this addreſs, 


to determine, 
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In the Litany, we are preſented with a 
prayer, in which is an acknowledgment, 
that © we have been ſignally bleſſed in the 
„ unmoleſted enjoyment of true religion.“ 
That we have been highly favoured in 
the means afforded us by the Almighty, 
of attaining to the knowledge and practice 
of true religion is undoubtedly true, and 
for ſuch bleſſings we cannot be ſufficiently 
thankful. But, to our laſting reproach, 
how little, alas, have we profited by thoſe 

——- bleſſings! for can that nation be ſaid to 
practiſe true religion, which eſtabliſhes 
teſts and articles to bind the conſciences 
of mankind, which God created free, and 
which ſets up creeds of human compoſi- 
tion above his revealed will? Did the 
great founder of our religion, bind up 
that religion in certain forms and ſyſtems, 
which he commands us to believe? No, 
he exhorted us all to ſearch the ſcriptures, 
for in them only is the word of life; he 


exhorted us to examine his doctrines, 
| 4 whether 


"ny 


WS 


whether they were true or not. But the 
Church of England, * the true religiof,” 
as ſhe arrogantly ſtiles herſelf, tells Vs, 
that we muſt believe in ſuch doctrines as 
ſhe preſcribes to our belief, or be damned! 
Is this to practiſe true religion? Is this 
to be really devout ? Oh ! no, my fellow- 
countrymen; devotion has no part in ſuch 
a ſyſtem; that can never flouriſh, till all 
reſtraints upon inquiry and opinion are 
taken off, till the gates of religion are 
thrown wide open, till it is made a ſpiri- 
tual concern entirely, not a temporal one; 
till every man inquires for himſelf, forms 


opinions for himſelf, and with the heart, 


not the lips only, offers up his praiſes and 
thankſgivings to the King of Kings; not 
ſoliciting him to take a part in our quar- 
rels, not requiring him to extirpate the 
French nation, nor upbraiding his tardy 
juſtice, that he has ſo long delayed to 
ſhower down his vengeance upon them in 


ſome ſignal manner; but with ſincerity 
F 2 , and 
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and contrition confeſſing our ſins, and re- 
forming our lives, thus endeavouring to 
render ourſelves acceptable in his ſight, 
who is of purer eyes than to behold ini- 
quity, and who requires nothing 'of us ta 
fit us for a better life, but the practice of 
thoſe duties which conſtitute the only ſolid 
happineſs on earth. 


The next clauſe in this prayer is per- 
haps one of the moſt proper throughout 
the whole ſervice, for by it we are direct- 
ed to confeſs, that we have “ ungrateful- 
„ly forſaken the Almighty, the fountain 
of all true happineſs, and ſought for it 
in our own vain and ſinful imagina- 
tions.” A lamentable truth! but which 
perhaps goes farther than was intended ; 
for in no inſtance can we more truly be 
ſaid to have ſought happineſs after our 
own *© vain aud ſinful imaginations,” than 
when we ſuppoſed, that by plunging our- 
ſelves in an unjuſt and ruinous war, we 
| were 


6 
were ſupporting our conſtitution, and pre- 
ſerving to ourſelves the bleſſings of free: 
dom and proſperity. Is proſperity beſt 
ſupported by devaſtation, or does freedom 
flauriſh beſt at the mouth of a cannon ? 


The next confeſſion, that the Lord has 
taught us by his judgments to feel and 
„ to lament this prevailing ſinfulneſs,“ 
throws ſome light upon a queſtion which 
certainly ſtood much in need of elucida- 
tion, viz. what is meant by thoſe who 
aſſert, that the preſent war is a zeceſſary 
one. If, on our part, it was neceſſary, 
in order to repel the attacks of our ene- 
mies, #s has been aſſerted, it cannot poſ- 
ſibly be called ſinfulneſs in us to have en- 
gaged it it; but as it is thus allowed to be 
finfulneſs, we muſt ſuppoſe, that thoſe 
who call it zeceſſary, mean it to be ſo 
only upon the general doctrine of ne- 
ceſlity. 


If 
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f the ſubject were not of the moſt ſe- 
rious nature, the next occaſional prayer 
would excite one to laughter, as in it the 
having implored great bleſſings of the Al- 
mighty is made a plea for aſking ſtill fur- 
ther favours. In plain Engliſh it runs 
thus.—** Since we have done thee the fa- 
“ your, O Lord, to aſk thy bleſſing and 
«© protection againſt our enemies, we 
* think thou oughteſt, in return for ſuch 


„ condeſcenſion on our part, to correct 


„% whatever is amiſs in our conduct, as it 
& 1s too much trouble for us toundertake 
„ fuch a work ourſelves.” An excellent 


ſpecimen of devotion and humility ! 


The laſt occaſional prayer, which fol» 
lows that for Chriſt's church militant, 
opens with a very fine exordium upon our 
own chriſtian charity, and goes on to pray 
for the © repentance and coverſion of men 
„ who, having caſt off their faith in him 
the living God, and following the vain 

TP imaginations 
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„ immaginations of reprobate minds, have 
„ plunged themſelves into thoſe horrible 
«.crimes and impieties which aſtoniſh the 
* chriſtian world.” We devourly pray for 
the repentance and converſion of the 
French nation, while we labour moſt 
earneſtly to retard the time, which alone 
can open a door for theſe bleſſings, and 
while our preachers ſolemnly avow © their 
„hope of becoming, in the hands of 
« Heaven, inſtruments of vengeance on 
* the French nation.”* While they are 
harraſſed by hoſts of enemies from with- 
out, to the number of which we ſtrive 
every day to add, whilſt they are torn to 
pieces by inteſtine diviſions, which we fo- 
ment by every means in our power, ſo 
far are we from allowing them time to re- 
pent of the enormities already committed, 
that we drive them on to ſtill greater. It 


is only by obſerving a different line of con- 
| duct 


* See Dr. Beadon, Biſhop of Glouceſter's Sermon on the 
Faſt of laſt year, preached before the Houle of Lords, 
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duct on our part, that we can hope to ſee 
a different one on theirs; it is by with- 
drawing our interference, and leaving 
them quietly to ſettle their own govern- 
ment, that we alone can hope to ſee their 
eyes opened, to a due conſideration of 
thoſe deeds, which, however atrocious, 
cannot be corrected till their preſent irri- 
tation is ſubdued, by the calm of reaſon 
and reflection. But whilſt they have only 
to turn from the repulſe of one enemy to 
the repulſe of another, and from reliev- 
ing one beſieged city, to relieving ano- 
ther, what can be expected, than that 
they will continue in their preſent courſe. 
Whilſt enemies rage without, the guillo- 
tine will rage within, and as long as they 
are perſecuted on all ſides, under the maſk 
of chriſtianity, it would ſcarcely be matter 
of ſurpriſe if the very name of chriſtian 


became odious in their ears. 


But 
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But perhaps the aſtoniſhment of the 
chriſtian world at the preſent tranſactions 
in France might be ſomewhat abated, if 
they would impartially compare them with 
thoſe which were carried on under the old 
government of that kingdom. 'The re- 
ſalt of ſuch a compariſon ſurely muſt be, 
a candid confeſſion, that however dread- 
ful may have been the ſudden maſſacres, 
which have taken place at different times, 
or the deliberate executions which have of 
late been carried on, ſuch crimes appear 
white, when placed in contraſt with the 
ſcarlet die of thoſe committed under the 
reign of deſpotiſm. For let it be remem- 
bered, that even the moſt violent declaim- 
ers againſt the French nation, have not 
been able to bring againſt them the ſmalleſt 
charge of inflicting bodily tortures, or of 
lingering executions: inſtant diſpatch by 
the guillotine, the cord, or the muſquet, is 
| their manner of wreaking their venge- 
ance: we do not hear, as formerly, of 
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wheels, racks, beds of ſteel, and wild 
horſes; of burnings, iron cages, and iron 
maſks ; neither do we hear of ſecret ex- 
ecutions, or of victims to the caprice of 


favourites and miſtreſſes. Let it alſo be 


remembered that in all the maſſacres and 
i executions which have taken place ſince 1 
the Revolution, not half the victims have 
fallen, that formerly in one night, (the 
fatal St. Bartholomew) were ſacrificed to 
fanaticiſm and bigotry. 


If the murders of a Marat or a Robeſ- 
| pierre, excite ſo much aſtoniſhment, how 
much more muſt it be called forth on con- 
q templating the crimes of a CHARLES THE 8 


Nix rx, or 2 Louis THE FOURTEENTH,* 


8 | | | Or 


* The Duke of Sully, in his memoirs, gives the fol- 
lowing, account of the maſſacre of Paris in the reign of 
Charles IX.—— If T were inclined to increaſe the ge- 
neral horror, inſpired by an action ſo barbarous as that 
perpetrated on the 24th of Auguſt, I ſhould in this 
place enlarge on the number, the. quality, the virtues, and 
great talents of thoſe murdered in this horrible day, as 

well 


1 
Or if it ſhould be too much trouble to 


look back into hiſtory in order to contems 


plate them, more modern times will fur- 
G 2 ſhni 


well in Paris, as in every other part of the kingdom. 
I have writings ſtill in my hands, which would confirm 
the report of the Court of France, having made the 
moſt preſſing inſtances to the neighbouring courts, to 
follow its example with regard to the Proteſtants, or at 
leaſt to refuſe an aſylum to thoſe unfortunate people,--- 
But I would, were it in my power, for ever obliterate 
the memory of a day, that divine vengeance made France 
groan for, by a continual ſucceſſion of misfortunes, 
blood, and horror, during fix and twenty years.--- 
It is with regret that I cannot omit what happened on 
this occaſion to the Prince who is the ſubject of theſe 


Memoirs, and to myſelf, 


„I was in bed and awakened from ſleep, three hours 
after midnight, by the ſound of all the bells, and the 
confuſed cries of the populace, My governor St. Julian, 
with my Valet-de-Chambre, went haſtily out to know 
the cauſe, and I never afterwards heard more of them 
they were, without doubt, amongſt the firſt that were 
ſacrificed to the public fury. I continued alone in my 
chamber dreſſing myſelf, when, in a few minutes, Ia. 
my landlord enter, pale and confuſed. He was of the 
reformed religion, and had conſented to go to maſs, to 
fave his houſe from being pillaged, and his life from de- 
ſtruction. He came to perſuade me to do the fame, and 
to take me with him. I did not follow him, but reſolved 
to try if I couid gain the college of Burgundy where 1 


had ſtudied; though the great diſtance I then was from 
the 
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niſh matter, of at leaſt, equal aſtoniſhment, 


How many millions have periſhed in the 


Eaſt-Indies by maſſacre, and by artificial 
famine ? 


the college made the attempt very dangerous! Having 
diſguiſed myſelf in a {cholar's gown, I put a large pray- 
er book under my arm, and went into the ſtreet. I was 
ſeized with horror inexpreſſible, at the ſight of the fu- 
rious murderers, who running from all parts, forced 
open the houſes, and cried——x1LL=—=K1LL— MASSACRE THE 
RUGUENOTS! ! ! The blood I ſaw ſhed before my eyes 
redoubled my terror. I fell into the midſt of a body 
of guards, they ſtopped me, interrogated me, and were 
beginning to uſe me ill, when, happily for me, the book 
that I carried was perceived and ſerved me as a paſſport. 
Twice after this, I fell into the ſame danger, from which 
I extricated myſelf with the ſame good fortune.—At laſt 
I arrjved at the college of Burgundy, where a danger 
{till greater than any I had yet met with awaited me : 
The porter having twice refuſed me entrance, I conti- 
nued ſtanding in the midſt of the ſtreet, at the mercy of 
the furious murderers, whoſe numbers encreaſed every 


moment, -and who were evidently ſeeking for their 


prey. Iprevailed on the porter to let me in, fora few 
pieces of money, where two inhuman prieſts wanted to 
force me from him, to cut me in pieces, ſaying the word 
Was, Nr TO SPARE EVEN INFANTS AT TRE BREAST l— 
The King of Navarre was obliged togo to mals; if he 
had refuſed he would have been murdered. I was ad- 
viſed to do the ſame. The King and the Prince of Con- 
de were awakened two hours before day, by armed ſol- 
diexs, who, ruſhing into their room, carried them to 
King 


1 


famine? How many millions have been 
enſlaved, and murdered, on the African 
coaſt, and in the Veſt Indies Has not a 

Ruſſian 


King Charles, who immediately commanded them to go 
to maſs, or ſuſfer as criminals and rebels. 


« It was not long before Charles felt the moſt violent 
remorſe, for the barbarity to which he had given the 
ſanction of his name. — From the evening of the 24th 
of Auguſt, he was obſerved to groan inyoluntarily, at 


the recital of a thouſand eruelties practiſed on that ca- 


ion. The number of Proteſtants murdered, during 
eight days, over all the kingdom, amounted to sEvENTY 
TBOUSAND! Soon aſter this Charles IX. died! in the moſt 
dreadful torments.“ 


Pope Pius V. was ſaid to be ſo much affected at this 
bloody deed, that he wept; but Gregory XIII. who ſuc- 
ceeded him, ordered a public thankſgiving to God, for 
this maſſacre, to be offered up at Rome, and ſent a legate 
to congratulate Charles IX. and to exhort him to conti- 
nue it! Charles IX. was ſo brutal, as himſelf to fire on 
the fugitives, from a window in the palace, and to en- 
courage the carnage, by repeatedly crying out- X. 
III. The young King's heart was not naturally ſo 
baſe, he ſoon felt compunction; but his mother, whoſe 
heart was made for ſuch deſigns of blood and murder, 
induced her ſon to aid the cruelty ſhe had deſigned, by 
his royal ſanction. This curſed woman, did not, like 
her ſon, feel repentant for thus promoting the honour 
8 the church! Me 

In 
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Ruſſian Emperor been depoſed, impriſoned, 


fuddenly diſmiſſed from the world, while his 
1 wife uſurped the thronc? Has not this 


very woman, in conjunction with the King 
of Pruſſia, and in ſpite of the moſt ſolemn 
treaties, robbed, divided, and plundered 
the kingdom of Poland? If the blood be 1 
chilled, ſo as to become leſs free in its 
circulation, in reflecting upon the victims 
which have been ſacrificed by the Atheiſti- 
cal Convention, it muſt be altogether ſtag- 
nated in the veins, when we reflect upon 


the ſtill greater numbers which have been 
offered 


—_— —-—t— 
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In addition to this infernal buſineſs at Paris, near half 
a million of Proteſtants were in the courſe of the ſame „ a 
year, by the inſtigation of the prieſts, maſſacred in dif- 
ferent parts of France. So far from truth is it“ that 
the late crimes of the French are unparalleled,” that 
it may be ſafely aſlerted, ſhould the French factions pro- 
ceed even for ſeven years to come, in that ſcandalous 
manner they have for ſeveral months paſt, their crimes 
will not rau thoſe committed in one werk by the 
French prieſts in the 16th century. This is only one in- 
ſtance out of many, ſelected from hiſtory, but this is ſuffi- 
cient to make us weep over human nature, when corrupt- 
ed and depraved, by pretended, or rather perverted 
Chriſtianity ! 


Ca) 


offered up, at various times, by different 
Chriſtian nations. 


I readily acknowledge, that when one 
reads of fifty, ſixty, or perhaps an hun- 
dred unfortunate perſons in a day, falling 
a ſacrifice to the ferocity of their country- 
men, one cannot avoid, one would not. 
wiſh to avoid, dropping tears of pity and. | 
regret, But let every one conſider, whilſt 
he is endeavouring to promote the pre- 
ſent proceedings againſt France, whether 
he is not rendering himſelf a partaker in 
the guilt of thoſe whom he ſo piouſly exe- 
crates, Let him conſider well, while he 
is praying for the converſion and repent- 
ance of theſe © enemies,” as they are call- 
ed, of all Chriſtian Kings, Princes, and 
States,“ whether it would not be equally 
proper to put up the ſame prayer in be- 
half of thoſe . Kings, Princes, and States,” 
themſelves; nor would it be at all leſs 
proper to pray that, together with thoſe 

| of 
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of the French nation, the eyes of the al- 
lied potentates, may be opened, to ſee 
4 and conſider with deteſtation and ter- 
“ ror, the ravages they make amongſt 

e their fellou- creatures to ſee and con- 
ſider the guilt they are heaping upon their 
own heads, by inſtilling into the minds of | 
their followers ſuch a ſpirit of inveteracy 
againſt thoſe with whom they are contend- 
ing; for it is indeed a melancholy reflec- 
tion, that though in theſe times we boaſt 
of our ſuperior civilization, yet there never 
was a conteſt carried on with a greater 
ſpirit of malignity between the contend- 
ing parties, than the preſent unfortunate 

and ruinous one. For the truth of the 
above aſſertion, I appeal to the various 
methods which have been purſued by all 
deſcriptions of people in this kingdom, to 
keep alive, and even to blow up to the 
higheſt pitch of fury, the flame which has 
been kindled againſt the French nation. 
The Orator in St. Stephen's Chapel, the 


Judge 


© an 3 


judge on the bench of juſtice, the divine 
from his pulpit, the ſpeculatiſt from his 
cloſet, all conſpire for the ſame end; nay, 
as if all theſe together were not ſufficient 
to accompliſh ſo Chriſtian a purpoſe, the 
votary of Melpomene ſteps forth, and with 
all the pomp and ſtate of tragedy, en- 
deavours to awaken thoſe feelings of pity 
and horror, which in a mind not ſubju- 
gated to reaſon, his pathetic pen has, per- 
haps, more power than any other to cre- 
ate. It has been ſaid of the leaders of 
the French armies, that they intoxicate 
their men with philters, with potions, 
before they lead them on to action; if that 
be true, yet let the leaders of the allied 
armies aſk themſelves, whether they do 
not uſe even more powerful methods of 
intoxication, in the inveteracy with which 
they endeavour to inſpire their followers, 
towards thoſe againſt whom they are 


leading them, 


 . 
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On the whole then, I think it clearly ap- 
pears, that pRvoriox, which in general 
has little connection with a national faſt, 
is particularly foreign to the late oc- 
caſion; the prayers appointed for it, 
ſo far from breathing the true ſpirit 
of chriſtian charity, and humility, are 
compoſed in terms of arrogance, ill- ſuited 
to the erring judgments of mortals.--- 
That in them we aſſume a power of judg- 


ing our brethren, which borders ſtrongly 


upon impiety, ſince that is a power which 
belongs to the unerring judgment of God 
alone, If he till patiently endures the 
French nation, ſhall man pretend to ſay, 


that they ought to be extirpated from the 


face of the earth? This ſpirit is ſtrongly 
reprobated from the higheſt of all autho- 
rities, our blefſed matter himſelf, who 


tells us to © judge not, that we be not 


« judged;” and who rebuked thoſe diſ- 
ciples who would have called down fire 
trom heaven to deſtroy the village of Sa- 


maria, 


( 


maria, which refuſed them entrance.“ 
Nor will any plea of zeal for the honour 
of God, which it is pretended is affronted 
by the conduct of the French, atone for a 
want of charity towards our brethren: he 
moſt truly honours God, who, to the ut- 
moſt of his power, imitates his moral per- 
fections, amongſt which none has a more 
exalted rank, than his forbearance towards 
his offending creatures, that unbound- 
ed benevolence which he exerciſes towards 


all mankind. 
H 2 Can 


» St, Luke, chap. gth, 31ſt, and following verſes. 


+ Theſe ſentiments are beautifully enforced in the 
following PARABLE AGAINST PERSECUTION, Written by 
the late Dr, BENJAMIN FRANKLIN (== 


And it came to paſs, after theſe things, that Abra- 
ham ſat in the door of his tent, about the going down of 


the fun, 


And behold, a man bent with age, coming from tl. e 
way of the wilderneſs, leaning on a ſtaff. 


« And Abraham aroſe, and met him, and faid unto 


him, Turn in, I pray thee, an | waſk thy feet, and tarry 
; all 
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Can we hope then that thoſe prayers 
will be acceptable to God, which have 
for their leading features, ſuch bitter de- 

nunciations 


all night; and thou ſhalt ariſe early in the morning, and 
go on thy way. 


And the man ſaid, Nay; for] will abide under this 
tree: | 


— 


« But Abraham preſſed him; ſo he turned, and they 
went into the tent, and Abraham baked unleavened 
bread, and they did eat. 


« And when Abraham ſaw that the man bleſſed not 
God, he ſaid unto him, Wherefore doſt thou not wor- 
ſhip the moſt high God, Creator of heaven and earth ? 


« And the man anſwered and ſaid, I do not worſhip 
thy God, neither do I call upon his name; for I have 
made to myſelf a god, which abideth always in my 
houſe, and provideth me with all things. 


And Abraham's zeal was kindled againſt the man; 
and he aroſe and fell upon him, and drove him forth 
with blows into the wilderneſs. 


„And God called unto Abraham, ſaying; Abraham, 
where is the ſtranger? 


« And Abraham anſwered and ſaid, Lord, he would 


not worſhip thee, neither would he call upon thy name; 
| therefore 
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- nunciations againſt our fellow- creatures? 
To what an unchriſtian ſtate of mind 
muſt he be reduced, who can earneſtly 
repeat them! I mean not here harſhly and 
unjuſtly to cenſure all thoſe who join in 
the ſervice of the day; I am well aware 
that very many who attend public worſhip, 
do it only as a matter of courſe, and with 
no other idea than of performing what 
they are told is a neceflary religious duty, 
and which they hope, therefore, will be 
acceptable to God; in ſuch, the only 
thing cenſurable is, that they do not duly 
conſider what they are about, which every 
one ought to do before he engages in any 
act of religion, and it is with a wiſh to 
awaken ſuch well meaning, but not ſuffi- 
| ciently 


therefore, have I driven him out from before my face 
into the wilderneſs. 28 


And God ſaid, Have I borne with him theſe hun- 
dred and ninety and eight years, and nouriſhed him, 
and cloathed him, notwithſtanding his rebellion againit 
me; and couldſt not. thou, who art thyſelf a ſinner, 
bear with him one night?”? 
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ciently reflecting people to a due ſenſe of 
the real tendency of ſuch worſhippers, that 
theſe reflections are offered; I truſt that 
they are not wholly unworthy of conſider. 
ation—and if they have the beneficial ef. 
fect of turning the attention of any one 
to truths of high importance, I ſhall 
think myſelf well rewarded for the time 
and attention beſtowed upon them. For 
myſelf I declare, that ever fince I have 
turned my thoughts ſeriouſly towards the 
nature of true devotion, and of the inter- 
courſe which it ought to inſpire between 
man and his maker, a wational faſt has 
appeared to me, inſtead of an act of devo- 
tion, to be a mockery of the divine mercy 
and goodneſs, inaſmuch as it is generally 
inſtituted, for the purpoſe of imploring the 
Almighty to aſſiſt us in carrying on de- 
ſigns, the moſt adverſe poſſible to what 
he can. approve, and uſed as a ſtate en- 
gine to make that appear a matter of re- 
ligion, which in reality is a conteſt origi- 

nating 


(of 


nating from the bad paſſions of mankind, 


carried on with rancour and malignity, 
and which terminates in the dreadful in- 
jury, at leaſt, if not in the total ruin, of 
both the contending parties, 


I know that it is ſaid, by way of apo- 
logy for modern wars, that they are not 
carried on with that malignity with which 
wars uſed to be conducted in former times, 
So far I allow may be true, that he who 
points the bayonet, or he who aims the 
muſquet may bear no ill-will individually 
to the unhappy victim that falls under the 
tremendous ruin; but never yet was a con- 
teſt carried on between two nations with- 
out a degree of malignity being excited be- 
tween the collective body of the one, and 
the collective body of the other. Whence 
could ariſe elſe that contradiction in 
terms which we hear ſo often repeated of 
„natural enemies;” or whence but from 
the rancour which has been excited by 

the 
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the frequent conteſt between the two na- 
tions could have ariſen that jealouſy of the 
French Revolution, which ſo early began 
to manifeſt itſelf in this kingdom. It 
would have been moſt natural for Britons 
who have ſo long exulted in their own li- 
berty and ridiculed the French as a na- 
tion of {laves, to have rejoiced in their 
emancipation ; nor could any thing have 
checked an honeſt tranſport upon ſo glo- 
rious an occaſion, but the artificial rivalſhip 
which has always been kept up between 
us, and to which every new war added 
freſh fuel. I ſpeak not theſe ſenti- 
ments from a ſpirit of cenſoriouſneſs, but 
with anguiſh of heart in the melancholy 
reflection upon the ſentiments, which in 
conſequence of the preſent conteſt, as 
well as of all former ones, I have heard 
and ſeen from the mouths and pens of 
thoſe, who in their own eyes, and in the 
opinion of the world, are good chriſtians, 


As 
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As an exemplification of the truth of 
what I here advance, (and though ſimilar 
examples are numerous, I will not fatigue 
the reader by citing more than this one) 
I would refer to Mrs. H. More's remarks 
upon the celebrated ſpeech of Dupont above 
alluded to; a lady who profefles herſelf 
a zealous chriſtian, whoſe character is 
very high in the world as ſuch, and ſome 
of whoſe writings might juſtly entitle her 
to that character. In the pamphlet above- 
mentioned, however, we look in vain for 
that ſpirit of candour which mult ever be 
a leading feature in a true chriſtian—ſuf- 
fering prejudice © her ſafer guides to rule,” 
we behold her joining the popular cry, 
and after running a long career of invec- 
tive againſt the French nation, cloſing it 
with that moſt abſurd of all ſuppoſitions, 
that atheiſm will become their eſtabliſhed 
profeſſion, Her motive for writing was 


good, was worthy of a chriſtian—to con- 
I tribute 


6 

tribute towards the relief of a ſet of men 
whom I believe to be real objects of our 
charity“, and who have indeed, to the beſt 
of my knowledge, ſhewn themſelves ſo, 
by a peaceable and quiet demeanor fince 
they have been in England. But while 
Mrs. More, by precept, recommends one 
branch of charity, ſhe ſeems to have for- 
gotten, that almſgiving, though an im- 
portant branch, is not the only one of that 
ſublime virtue, and gives in herſelf a ſad 
example of the want of another no leſs im- 
portant branch, univerſal candour and 
benevolence, Why could ſhe not have 
recommended the diſtreſſes of one portion 
.of mankind to the compaſiion of her fel- 
low-creatures, without in ſo unchriſtian a 
manner endeavouring at the ſame time to 
irritate their minds, and inflame their 
paſſions, againſt another, and much larger, 
portion. But her whole chain of argu- 

| | ment 


»The refugee French Clergy , for whoſe benefit the pamphlet 
was publiſhed, 
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ment turns upon the error of attributing 
to the nation at large the exceſſes of a 
few individuals. It is not my intention to 
enter into a farther review of the pamph- 
let in queſtion, but I cannot drop the ſub- 
jet . without remarking, that while the 
authoreſs compliments ſo highly the cru- 
ſade now carrying on, ſhe ſeems to forget 
the ſentiments which, in a former publi- 
cation ſhe expreſſed, with regard to the 
cruſades of ancient days, and of which I 
will therefore take leave to remind her, 
as they apply equally well to the one, as 
to the other, the pretext for both being 
in a great meaſure the ſame—to reſcue a 
portion of country out of the hands of 
Tnfidels, and to extirpate the [nfidels 
themſelves ; 


% Oh, blind to think 
« That cruel war carf pleaſe the Prince of Peace ! 
« He who erects his altar in the heart, 
« Abhors the ſacrifice of human blood, 
« With all the falſe devotion of that zeal, 
% Which maſſacres the world he died to ſave!” 
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I am well aware that in offering thefe 
reflections to the public, I run the hazard, 
if I were known, of having the dreadful 
cry of Facobin, and Republican (epithets, 
now deemed the moſt opprobrious that can 
be beſtowed) raiſed againſt me, and of be- 
ing ftigmatized as one diſaffected to my 
own country, and pleading the cauſe of 
its enemies againſt it. To ſuch objections 
J have this ſhort anſwer to make; that he 
is the ſincereſt lover of his country, who 
will not flatter its errors at the expence 
of truth. If fair argument can be offered 
againſt what I have advanced, I am open 
to conviction, but, till convinced by rea- 


{on and argument, I will not be deterred 


from delivering my ſentiments with as 


much freedom, when I think my country 
in the wrong, as. when I think it in the 
right. I love my country, but it is not 
with that fatal blindneſs which fees in it 
ideal perfections which it does not poſſeſs, 
or which ſuppoſes it to poſſeſs advantages 


to 


3 


to which no other nation can attain, I love 

my country, but I love the whole human 

race alſo, and-wjſh peace, happineſs, and 

true religion to flouriſh and abound in 

every nation under heaven. To attain to 

ſuch a deſirable ſituation is in the power, 

1 would to God it were in the will alſo, of 
every one; would but each individual 

ſingly reſolve to enter into a ſtrict and 

impartial inveſtigation of his own conduct, 
to reform whatever he finds amiſs there, 
and to conform his future life to the ſtrict 
and unalterable rules of pure religion, 
not allowing more latitude to himſelf than 
he would to others, what a glorious change 
ſhould we ſoon ſee take place in the world, 
Inſpired then with true and genuine devo- 
tion, we ſhould adore and worſhip the 
ſupreme Lord of all, in ſpirit and in truth; 
we ſhould truly love our neighbour as 
ourſelves, and doing unto all as we would 
they ſhould do unto us, all occaſions of 


conteſt between one man and another, be- 


tween 


( 64 ) 


tween one ſtate and another, would for 
ever ceaſe, nor would our rulers 'find oc- 
caſion any more to call us together for a 
NATIONAL FAST. 197 
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